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Abstract

This paper delves into the theme of transformative inclination within the works and
philosophies of Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzadeh, with a specific focus on his theatrical
productions. Modernization, in this context, denotes transcending the traditional status quo
and embracing renewal. Employing a descriptive and analytical approach rooted in reflection,
and utilizing library methodologies alongside qualitative content analysis, the socio-political,
economic, and cultural contexts of the emergence and evolution of this trend are explored.
Additionally, its manifestations within Akhundzadeh's theatrical and non-theatrical oeuvre
are examined and dissected.

The "reflection approach," alongside methodologies such as "shaping™ and "works as social
institutions,” constitutes one of the three primary approaches within the literary sociology
tradition. In this framework, literary works serve as mirrors reflecting social realities.
Depending on whether emphasis is placed on the form or content of the literary work, it
draws upon various established theories, such as Lucien Goldmann's theory.

In this study, a combination of library research and qualitative content analysis was employed
to investigate the social, political, economic, and cultural contexts underpinning the
emergence of the discourse on modernization. The findings reveal that the rapid social,
political, economic, and cultural transformations of the period under consideration have
exerted both positive and negative influences on the formation and content of Akhundzadeh's
works. Consequently, the juxtaposition of traditional social paradigms with those stemming
from the ethos of renewal emerges as a central theme within his body of work.

Keywords: Mirza Fatali Akhundzade, Tradition, Transformation, Reflection Approach,
Qualitative Content Analysis.
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Introduction:

Problem Statement:

The transformative inclination, a term evoking a yearning for positive societal
metamorphosis, holds a multifaceted significance. In the context of this research, it converges
with notions such as "renewal-seeking,” "modernism,” and "modernity,” symbolizing a
preference for a departure from tradition toward a forward-looking, progressive mindset. This
inclination is carefully distinguished from both conservatism and regression, emphasizing a
nuanced pursuit of change.

Examining historical dynamics, the profound impact of modernity became conspicuous
during the 19th century, a period coinciding with the swift industrial ascent of the Western
world and the concurrent societal stagnation experienced in the East. This stark duality served
as a catalyst for statesmen and intellectuals to actively seek renewal and implement
transformative reforms. A pivotal figure in this transformative narrative was Mirza Fatali
Akhundzade, whose influential role reshaped Azerbaijani Turkish and Persian literature.
Mirza Fatali Akhundzade's contribution extended beyond the mere introduction of new
literary genres like drama; he became a harbinger of novel concepts and themes hitherto
absent in ancient literature. His intellectual influence radiated across the regions of Iran, the
Caucasus, and Turkey, solidifying his status as a prominent advocate of modern thought
among regional intellectuals. In essence, his endeavors exemplify the potential of a
transformative inclination to bridge cultural divides and propel societies towards a more
dynamic and progressive future.

Objective:

This research endeavors to delve deeper into the multifaceted landscape of Mirza Fatali
Akhundzade's transformative discourse, aiming to unravel the complex interplay of social,
political, economic, and cultural conditions that contributed to its emergence during the
specified historical period. By scrutinizing the contextual backdrop in which Akhundzade's
ideas flourished, we aim to discern the catalysts and influences that shaped his transformative
narrative.

In exploring the social dynamics, the research will scrutinize the societal structures and
norms prevalent at the time, investigating how they either facilitated or challenged the
propagation of transformative discourse. The political climate of the era will be dissected to
understand how Akhundzade's ideas were positioned within the broader political landscape,
and how they may have been influenced by or had an impact on contemporary political
ideologies.

Economic conditions will be analyzed to discern their role in shaping Akhundzade's
transformative discourse. Examining the economic structures and disparities of the period
may provide insights into how economic factors intersected with his ideas and influenced his
perspective on societal transformation.

Cultural dimensions will also be a focal point, exploring how the rich tapestry of cultural
elements, including literature, philosophy, and artistic movements, influenced Akhundzade's
transformative discourse. Unraveling the cultural nuances embedded in his works will
contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the intellectual milieu that nurtured and
shaped his ideas.

Moreover, the research aims to dissect the components and dimensions of Akhundzade's
transformative discourse itself. This involves a meticulous analysis of his literary works,
essays, and philosophical treatises to identify recurring themes, philosophical underpinnings,
and the evolution of his transformative ideas over time.
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By undertaking this multifaceted investigation, the research aspires to contribute to a nuanced
understanding of Mirza Fatali Akhundzade's transformative discourse, shedding light on the
intricate web of social, political, economic, and cultural factors that intertwined to give rise to
his intellectual legacy.

Key Questions:

What were the social, political, economic, and cultural conditions that led to the emergence
of the transformative discourse during the discussed period?

What components and dimensions characterize the transformative discourse in Mirza Fatali
Akhundzade's works?

Background:

In the sociology of literature, three primary approaches illuminate the relationship between
"society” and "literary work": "reflection,” "shaping,” and "work as a social institution.” This
research adopts the reflection approach, focusing on the content of the works.

Noteworthy works in Persian, such as "Fereydoun Adamiyat" ("*The Thoughts of Mirza Fatali
Akhundzade™), extensively analyze Akhundzade's non-fiction writings. Another relevant
book is "The Beginning of Contemporary Thought" by Magsoud Farastkhah. While it delves
into Akhundzade's ideas, the primary source for his literary and fictional works remains
"Adamiyat." English-language references include "Azerbaijan and Russia” by Tadeusz
Swietochowski, "Hidden Dimensions of Azerbaijani Literature in the Soviet Era" by Maliheh
S. Tyrell, and "Azeri and Persian Literature in Iranian Azerbaijan in the Twentieth Century"
by Sakineh Berenjian. Fereydoun Kocharli's "Azerbaijan Historical Materialist Literature™
also explores Akhundzade's contributions.

Methodology:

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach within a theoretical framework based
on the reflection approach. Given the emphasis on studying the content of Akhundzade's
plays, a qualitative method is essential, and qualitative content analysis, particularly coding,
IS chosen.

Qualitative content analysis with an inductive approach involves coding to transform data
into conceptual insights. Concepts are then categorized based on their similarities and
differences, forming coherent groups. This method allows for a nuanced exploration of the
underlying themes and intricacies within Akhundzade's plays.

In the process of qualitative content analysis, the researcher plays a crucial role in
interpreting and understanding the data. The inductive approach ensures that findings emerge
organically from the data, capturing the richness and complexity of the playwright's work.
Through systematic coding, patterns and recurring themes are identified, contributing to a
deeper comprehension of the cultural, historical, and literary dimensions embedded in
Akhundzade's plays.

For the descriptive aspect of the research, a library method, specifically "note-taking," is
employed. This method involves meticulously documenting observations, insights, and key
information obtained from the literature. By employing note-taking as a means of data
collection, the researcher can organize and synthesize information, providing a
comprehensive foundation for the subsequent analysis.

Furthermore, the use of a library method ensures that the research is anchored in a robust
theoretical framework, drawing upon existing scholarly discussions and interpretations. This
approach not only enriches the analysis but also establishes connections between
Akhundzade's plays and broader literary, historical, and cultural contexts.

In conclusion, the combination of qualitative content analysis with an inductive approach and
the library method of note-taking offers a well-rounded methodology for delving into the
intricacies of Akhundzade's plays. This research design not only facilitates a thorough
exploration of the content but also positions the study within the broader academic discourse,

VA=04 aoxuo — 1€+ ) bl g k2 =071 900 51 0 lowd —p23 35k Jlw —luil5 g Cutteo doldaad 9o

@;3 2202 % Joquiadag @udy 9¢ ‘SSTON ST°A ANSIDAIUN 29ANSNPU] JO [RUINOS



@;} 720T % Pquidag @[1dy 96 ‘SSON ST°A ANsIoaIun 29Ansnpuj Jo [euinof

62 The Contexts and Components of Transformation / Ali Sadeghi and colleagues

contributing valuable insights to the understanding of this influential playwright's
contributions to literature and cultural discourse.

Research Findings:

Akhundzadeh's intellectual contributions reflect both critical and constructive responses to
two key elements: the social milieu he inhabited and the intellectual transformations
confronting elites, including himself. The society of his time was rapidly transitioning from
traditional tribal structures to urban settings with a capitalist economy. Simultaneously,
Akhundzade engaged with intellectual currents prevalent among Russian elites, from
modernist trends to reactions in Eastern and Muslim regions within the Russian Empire,
particularly the Tatars.

Akhundzade's emergence occurred just before the Iran-Russia wars and Russia's control over
northern Azerbaijan. His life mirrored the region's developments during the Qajar era's
separation from Iran and alignment with Russian rule, making the study of both phases
essential to understanding his thoughts and works.

During this period, Azerbaijanis were compelled to redefine their cultural and identity
relations with the Russians in the face of new structures and situations. Three major
tendencies emerged in their interaction with the Russians: the preservation-focused
"An'anache,” the Western-oriented "Gharbcheh,” and the moderate synthesis-seeking
"Eslahatchi” movement. These trends, extending beyond Azerbaijan, mirrored similar
inclinations in the Eastern Islamic world influenced by Western colonization or modernity
since the 19th century.

The third stream, present in the Islamic world, found significant representatives in figures
like Muhammad Abduh, Muhammad Igbal, Jamal al-Din Afghani, or Asadabadi. Upholding
the unchanging foundations of Islam, they believed in acquiring and utilizing Western
knowledge while aligning with Islamic ethical and spiritual principles.

In the empire of Tsardom, a syncretic movement among Muslim nations formed, leading to
the significant "Ma'aref-gari" movement, influencing the public discourse of these nations.
Akhundzade initiated his work in this context, with a career divided into three periods:
critical storytelling, script reform efforts, and political, philosophical, social, religious, and
historical articles disseminating his ideas. Plays and stories served as crucial tools for
Akhundzade to engage in critique, his primary objective.

His works depict a patriarchal and feudal society encountering waves of modernization and
westernization. Dramatic conflicts reflect tension between these two social orders or value
systems. Realism in his works stems from his theoretical views on art and its relationship
with reality.

Traditional characters in his works predominantly hold superstitious beliefs and lack
scientific understanding, with a hierarchical system casting shadows over social relationships,
especially for women. Another theme is the escape from the law and institution, with power
at the top manifesting as arbitrary rule, while at the bottom, irregularity and lawlessness
prevail.

Conclusion:

Akhundzade, born in a transformative era, emerged as a consequential figure whose writings
transcended mere literary contributions. His works embodied a symbiosis of literary finesse
and pragmatic insights, reflecting the dynamic challenges faced by society during his time.
The profound impact of Akhundzade's intellectual legacy extended far beyond his own
lifetime, influencing a cadre of subsequent thinkers who sought to grapple with the evolving
landscape of their society.

Jalil Mammadguluzadeh, Mammed Said Ordubadi , Mirza Ali Mojuz Shabestarti , and other
contemporaries found inspiration in Akhundzade's groundbreaking ideas. They, too,
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navigated the intricate intersection of literature and societal dynamics, drawing from the
wellspring of Akhundzade's intellectual reservoir Mammadguluzadeh, Ordubadi , and
Shabestari, among others, carried forward the torch of intellectual inquiry ignited by
Akhundzade, exploring innovative ways to address the challenges of their time.

A closer examination of the intellectual and literary exchanges between Akhundzade and
these subsequent thinkers unveils a tapestry of ideas that shaped the course of intellectual
discourse in the region. The intellectual torchbearer role played by figures like Akhundzade
serves as a testament to the transformative power of literature in navigating the complex
societal currents of change.

To comprehend the full extent of Akhundzade's influence, it is imperative to delve into the
writings, dialogues, and interactions between him and his intellectual successors. This
exploration promises not only a deeper understanding of the intellectual evolution of these
figures but also insights into the ongoing dialogue between literature and societal
transformation in the rich tapestry of Azerbaijani intellectual history.
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